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ZNCWC with support from TDH is working with 

Young People in Harare to create safe schools and 

communities for children and youths and to build 

a culture of peace and ensure non-violent ways 

are adopted to resolve conflicts. ZNCWC has 

been facilitating inter community dialogues and 

exchanges to do away with distrust, stereotypes 

and prejudices on children and young people and 

making them peace champions. Children and 

Young people continue to play a key role in 

ensuring peaceful communities. It is important to 

put children at the forefront if we are to realize a 

peaceful future. Children and young people are 

either considered as victims or perpetrators of 

violence, but rarely as enablers who can play an 

important role in peacebuilding. This needs to 

change if children and young people are to play a 

constructive role in peace building. Even against 

tremendous challenges young people are actively 

engaging in their communities and are making 

positive contributions to peaceful communities. 

However, they have been affected by a major 

challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic which has 

claimed many lives including those of children. 

The pandemic has slowed down efforts to end 

violence in communities and has seen a rise in 

violence against children. Lockdown disruptions 

and the rerouting of health funds to the pandemic 

have impeded access to essential sexual and 

Even against tremendous challenges young 

people are actively engaging in their 

communities and are making positive 

contributions to peaceful communities. 

However, they have been affected by a major 

challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic which 

has claimed many lives including those of 

children. The pandemic has slowed down 

efforts to end violence in communities and 

has seen a rise in violence against children. 

Lockdown disruptions and the rerouting of 

health funds to the pandemic have impeded 

access to essential sexual and reproductive 

health (SRH) and social protection services; 

including health services for pregnant women 

by abruptly reducing options for care, as 

health centers that they normally access have 

shut down. This calls for CSOs to intensify 

demand for the accountability of 

governments. The pandemic has also slowed 

down efforts in alignment of laws, State party 

reporting to the African Charter and UNCRC 

because focus shifted to responding to the 

pandemic. The loss of access to income, food 

price increases, and weakened food chain 

supplies, loss of employment in Covid-19 has 

increase household insecurity for a high 

proportion of families in Zimbabwe. Girls and 

women suffer from secondary effects of the 

Coalition have continued to persevere with their 

commitment to advancing children’s rights, 

ensure safety, and security of children. Civil 

society has recommended strategies which 

include speeding up of the re-alignment process 

of laws and strengthened policy implementation 

and monitoring. Increased financial and 

technical resourcing of the child protection 

system would go a long way in ensuring a 

Zimbabwe fit for children now and in the future.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. MENTAL HEALTH DAY  
OCTOBER 10  

2. DAY OF A GIRL CHILD 
11 0CTOBER 

3. GAM ACTIVITIES 
TO BE ANNOUNCED 
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reproductive health (SRH) and social protection 

services; including health services for pregnant . 

virus; increased gender-based violence, not 

returning to school, early marriages. 

PICTURES CHILD’S 

EYE 
ZNCWC 

 

 

Rev T Nyanhete second right with partners holding reports on sexual violence against boys 

 

 

ZNCWC staff members posing for a  picture following a capacity building session with Christian Aid 
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Alignment of 

Children's 

Laws in 

Zimbabwe 

For centuries and decades, 

our rights to administrative 

justice were infringed since 

we have the same justice 

system as adults which is the 

adversarial system. This 

system on its own, is 

traumatizing for adults and 

what more damage will it 

cause to us as children. But 

because we have a dream 

and that dream is an 

alignment of Children's Laws 

in Zimbabwe, and that dream 

seeks to uphold, protect and 

promote our rights as 

children to a fair, proper and 

partial administrative justice. 

This dream is about the Child 

Justice Bill. 
The Child Justice Bill will seek 

to establish a separate 

juvenile justice system that is 

centered on the principles of 

restoration and rehabilitation 

of child juvenile offenders 

This Bill seeks to entrench 

the principles of 

rehabilitation and restorative 

justice as an integral part of 

justice system and to 

establish procedures for 

screening of children to 

create special rules for a 

Child Justice Court that will 

suite the best interest of the 

children in question, hence 

protecting our rights as 

children against 

maladministration of justice. 

Furthermore, the Bill will 

provide for legal 

representation for children 

and the sentencing options 

available for children, which 

are fair and reasonable and 

will not defame the Child in 

question or affect his future.  

Through this Bill, the age of 

criminal responsibility of a 

child being reviewed 

upwards from 7 to 12 years 

old providing the gap for 

maturity and reasonableness 

in the growth of the Child as 

well as his wellbeing 

 

And to ensure that this bill is 

in line with the provisions of 

natural justice, the Bill  

widens and criminalizes 

instances of child abuse to 

include the following: 

1. Allowing a child to reside 

in or to frequent brothel 

2. Abduction or sexual 

exploitation of a child 

3. Causing a child to 

participate in propagation of 

sexual abuse material 

4. Denial of medical 

treatment or access to 

medical treatment to a child 

without reasonable cause. 

Thus the Bill will criminalize 

parents or guardians who 

enable the commission of an 

offence by a child and fail to 

take reasonable steps to 

ensure that the child does 

not commit an offence and 

the abused children will be 

moved  to a place of custody 

or retention in the best 

interest of the child. Hence, it 

is highlighted that 

institutions that receive 

children must accommodate 

them in a family-type engine 

environment, which is very 

conducive environment for 

us as children 

Through the enactment of 

this bill, as children, CSO and 

parliamentarians we collided 

as one in upbringing this 

view and our happiness lays 

in the fact that this Bill was 

made for the Children and 

with the Children as well and 

our plights were as well 

considered through the 

promulgation of his Bill 

   

POEM 

Physical abuse 

The world has woken up 

on the wrong side of the 

bed 

Giving me the hardest time 

that is equivalent to death 

Only suffering for one 

debt  

That is because I'm a child 

We feed on flogs 

We are well hydrated with 

pain 

Physical abuse, 

It has been found to be so 

curative 

Going against modernity  

And encouraging 

animality  

Destroying what we call 

humanity 

Only for the sake of 

discipline 

Which can be archived by 

other means 

Without inflicting pain  

Whilst also making some 

sense 

Emotional abuse 

I always try clearing my 

mind 

But it's something which is 

hard 

All the pain is now in my 

heart,  

And I'm dying 

Nothing seems fine. 

The question is, what’s 

wrong? 

What's the cause? 

My mind response. hey say 

I'm orphaned 

They say I'm blind, just 

take drugs, 

Smoke weed and fly. 

 I'm emotionally abused,  

I'm told words that hurt 

I'm being emotionally 

abused, 

They say that I'm of no use 

They say I'm crippled. 

 

 

 

Words which are blunt, 

But they cut deeply 

straight to the heart 

Tearing my life apart  

Tying me up with a razor 

wire, just like that, 

Emotionally abusing me, 

just like that 

Family and friends being 

on the forefront,  

Trapping me at the 

background 

Then treating me like I'm 

nobody  

I'm being emotionally 

abused 

Child rights Every creature 

is unique, 

Its uniqueness is 

determined by its 

capabilities, 

But it falls in a community 

A community with 

responsibilities, 

A community of 

uniqueness. 

Let's just talk about human 

beings for instance, 

Specifically, child rights, 

The kids' light.  

Something has to make us 

fill loved,  

I mean our rights. 

Everyone has to play a 

part, 

For us not to be deprived. 

It takes only your 

willingness, something 

must make us fill loved,  

I mean our rights. 

Everyone must play a part, 

For us not to be deprived. 

It takes only your 

willingness, 

To do away with the bit.  

Fight with us, 

Conserve what's ours 

For the hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE ROW 

 

ZNCWC Host a Belated 

International Youth 

Day Commemorations 

at Hillview Grounds, 

Hopely 

 

Youth playing Netball 

The Zimbabwe National 

Council for the Welfare of 

children, with support from 

tdh Germany,  hosted a 

belated International Youth 

Day Commemoration at 

Hillview Grounds, Hopely. 

They partnered with other 

stakeholders which include 

Youth by Youth, Zimbabwe 

Republic of Police, ZICHIRE, 

National Aids Council, 

Restless Development to 

mention but a few. They 

had an agenda of 

advocating against Drug 

and Substance abuse and 

early marriages within the 

society. The ZRP 

encouraged a girl child to 

attain education first 

before marriage. They also 

encouraged the youths to 

report all the abuses  

The youths were mobilized 

and interacted with the 

stakeholders who were 

present at the venue and 

given an opportunity to 

express their challenges 

they are facing in their 
community. 

The Organisations managed 

to organize a Sport Gala for 

two Netball and Soccer 

teams who had a friendly 

match as entertainment 
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Re-defining the role of the 

Child Rights Coalition in 

advancing the rights and 

welfare of children: Bridging 

the gap between legal theory 

and practice. 
The Child Rights Coalition of Zimbabwe is a network of child rights 

organizations working together to be a strong voice for and with 

children in the region and ensuring that children issues are at the center 

of the country`s development agenda and strengthening coordination of 

CSOs in the child rights sector and maximize opportunity to work 

together effectively to forge a strong national child rights, protection 

system. The Coalition conducts annual conferences which provide an 

engagement opportunity for stakeholders –CSOs, policy makers, 

developmental organizations, government structures, private 

corporations, the media and children themselves, to reflect on these 

views and develop interventions and advocacy messages on child rights 

in Zimbabwe. The 2021 Conference was held between the 2nd and the 

3rd of March 2022, under the theme: “Together for Children- Now and 

Beyond.” The activities undertaken during the conference included a   

press conference on birth registration, to evaluate the achievements and 

challenges of the Coalition for the year 2021, to share good practices 

across child rights sector programming, to assess Zimbabwe 

achievement of the Agenda 2040  and to also share recommendations on 

the improvement of  

implementation of Agenda 2040. The main 

objective of the Agenda is to restore the 

dignity of the African child through 

assessing the achievements and challenges 

faced towards effective implementation of 

the African Children`s Charter ,update on 

Child Justice Bill and Children`s 

Amendment Bill.  During the press 

conference on birth registration, the 

Coalition applauded the Government of 

Zimbabwe for taking initiative to conduct a 

national mobile registration which will help 

children to be registered, as it is a legal right 

to acquire birth certificates. The Conference 

invited the African Committee of Experts on 

the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

Zimbabwe Rapporteur, Hon. Karoona to 

give an overview on the roles and 

responsibilities of the Committee. She also 

highlighted  the need for the Committee  and 

child rights CSOs to strengthen  the 

implementation of  ACRWC. 
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        About us : 

Follow us on our pages :  

Instagram : zncwc01 

Facebook : Zimbabwe 

National Council for the 

Welfare of Children 

website www.zncwc 

Emails 

on:directors@zncwc.co.zw 

 

ZNCWC is the umbrella 

body of the child rights 

sector. It  seeks to 

coordinate and bring all 

players in the child rights 

sector together for effective 

programming . Its  major 

thrust is lobbying, 

advocacy,quality,assurance 

on  child rights-oriented 

activities, capacity building 

of membership, child 

participation and research 
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